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direction of education must be borne in mind. Especially the
Scottish Kirk Missions, with their traditional Scottish devotion
to education, were foremost in this respect: the colleges founded
by Dr. Alexander Duff (1806-1878) in Calcutta and Dr. John
Wilson (1804-1875) in Bombay, the former in 1830, the latter
in 1835, linked inevitably the knowledge of English with the
knowledge of Christianity. Both had a decisive influence upon
the ultimate policy of Macaulay's, whereby English was substi-
tuted for Persian as the official language of the Government,
and whereby English likewise became the medium of all higher
education, an education moreover which was uncompromisingly
English both in form and matter. With Macaulay his brother-
in-law, Charles Edward Trevelyan (1807-1886), took a
prominent part in shaping the new educational policy and
defending it against the Orientalists: but, if the triumph
of these ideas became inevitable, it was not least, because the
whole body of Hindu Reformers espoused them, knowing full
well that the new idea of Freedom, as found in all English
writings, was as yet unrepresented in Oriental literature.

Not as if there had been no system of education whatever,
prior to the advent of the English in India. The very opposite
is the true fact. "The English found in India a widespread
system of elementary and higher education, of which the
former was mainly practical, the latter mainly literary, philo-
sophical and religious," says F. W. Thomas in his History
and Prospects of British Education in India* In fact, when the
English began to make educational efforts, they did so, because
they were, like Sir Thomas Munro, "distressed at the rapid
decay of literature and the arts": yet even when this Governor
of Madras in consequence caused an investigation to be made
in 1821, it was found that in a total population of 12,850,941
the number of boys actually attending school still amounted
to 184,110, not taking account of those taught at home.2 A
1 London, 1891, p. 148.                                       * Ibid,, pp. 3-4.